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ASHA of Alberta Annual General Meeting; November 2, 2013 
Radisson Hotel South, Edmonton AB 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:06 am. 
 
Approval of November 2, 2013 Agenda 
Michelle Hetu/Raylene McWade     APPROVED 
 
Approval of November 3, 2012 Minutes as amended 

Added date of the AGM as November 3, 20121 
Corrected the minutes read were actually 2011 and not 2010     

Leslie Williams/Archie Hurst     APPROVED 
 
Portfolio Reports 
 
President’s Report 
 
Greetings from the president, general thanks to all supporters of the club over the last year. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Raylene presented the Annual Financial report for the club.  Detailed report is attached. 
 
Adoption of the Treasurer’s Report 
Raylene McWade/Chester Goetzinger    APPROVED 
 
Sponsorship Report 
 
Christine presented her sponsorship report.  Detailed report is attached.  Praise for all efforts on in-
creasing our sponsorship levels this year. 
 
Adoption of the Sponsorship Report 
Christine Winter/Rob McWade     APPROVED 
 
Horse Shows 
 
Michelle Hetu presented the Horse Show report.  Detailed report is attached. 
Michelle also read the report from Maxine MacKay who did the ribbons for the show this year. 
Special thanks to all of the volunteers and to Rob McWade for stepping up and being our show farri-
er. 
 
Due to date conflicts with the Ponoka facility, we had a tough decision this year regarding our Alber-
ta Classic Horse show; either to move the show to Red Deer on June 20-22, or remain in Ponoka 
but change the date.  In the case of staying in Ponoka on the June 6-8 weekend we may have a 
conflict with the Aurora Arabian horse show.  We have invited the Arabian club to co-run the show 
with our club in Ponoka.  So far, there has not been a positive response from the Arabian club on 
moving forward with a joint show for this year. 
 
MUCH discussion ensued regarding the scheduling of the horse shows and how to make our shows 
attract more entries.  It was brought forward that we could look at offering non-official classes for 
new/other breeds if this is financially feasible.  Marcie Webb volunteered to help us with this. 



 
Show dates for 2014 are as follows: 

Spring Fling   Ponoka, AB  April 25-27 
Alberta Classic (tent.) Ponoka, AB  June 6-8 
WCC and Futurity  Ponoka, AB August 15-17 

 
Adoption of the Horse Show Report 
Michelle Hetu/Diana Goldie    APPROVED 
 
MOTION: Chester Goetzinger/Kelly Roe that we support the ASHA of Alberta Board motion from 
the meeting on October 7, 2013 for the Alberta Classic Horse Show to be held in Ponoka, AB on 
June 6-8 2014. CARRIED 
 
Promotions & Communications 
 
Christine Winter read Laura Mills’ report in her absence.  Detailed report is attached. 
 
Adoption of the Promotions Report 
Christine Winter/Diana Goldie    APPROVED 
 
Website 
 
No report is available for the website.  Kim Ross would like to step down as website person, so 
any volunteers for this position should come forward as soon as possible.   
 
Awards 
 
Leslie Williams presented her award report.  Detailed report is attached. 
 
Adoption of the Awards Report 
Leslie Williams/Christine Winter  
         APPROVED 
Newsletter 
 
Barbara presented the newsletter report, adding that there was an additional $200 of income from 
the Stable Registry ads in the newsletter. 
 
Adoption of the Newsletter Report 
Barbara Brinker/Chester Goetzinger   APPROVED 
Futurity 
 
Donna Goetzinger presented her futurity report.  Detailed report is attached.  Donna Goetzinger 
reminded the members that there were in fact certificates in place for nominated futurity horses.  
This will be re-introduced going forward. 
 
Adoption of the Futurity Report 
Donna Goetzinger/Kelly Roe    APPROVED 
 
Mane Event 
 



Melodie Schwieger reported on the Mane Event in Red Deer, AB.  Detailed report is attached.  
Praise for the presentation of the horses at the breed presentations.  It would be nice to have a 
show horse available for this venue as well. 
 
Adoption of the Mane Event Report 
Melodie Schwieger/Allan Brinker    APPROVED 
 
Spruce Meadows/Battle of the Breeds 
 
Melodie Schwieger presented her report on Spruce Meadows Battle of the Breeds report.  Detailed 
report is attached. 
 
MOTION: Melodie Schwieger/Jim Bishop that registered part-bred Saddlebred horses be allowed to 
try out for the Battle of the Breeds Team. CARRIED 
 
Adoption of the Spruce Meadows Report 
Melodie Schwieger/Marcie Webb    APPROVED 
 
Membership 
 
Jessica Pelissero’s membership report was presented by Suzanne Keglowitsch.  Detailed report is 
attached. 
 
Adoption of the Membership Report 
Suzanne Keglowitsch/Christine Winter   APPROVED 
 
Clinics 
 
Archie Hurst noted that a clinic is being proposed (by Equine Canada) during the Farm and Ranch 
show in March 2014 for coaching updates.  There will be opportunities for other clinics through this 
venue and program. 
 
Adoption of the Clinic Report 
Archie Hurst/Kelly Roe     APPROVED 
 
By-Laws 
It was noted that we need 60% of all members present and voting to make any changes to the club 
by-laws.  Going forward, we will need to find a way to facilitate this vote.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Election of Officers 
Adoption of the Treasurer’s Report 
XX         APPROVED 

Outgoing Officers 
Barbara Brinker 
Laura ills 
Lesley Williams 
Donna Brown 
Michelle Hetu 

Officers with one more year  



Suzanne Keglowitsch 
Archie Hurst 
Raylene McWade 
Christine Winter 
Diana Goldie 

Nominations 
Barbara Brinker 
Melodie Schwieger 
Maxine MacKay 
Dallas Kitchen 
Kelly Roe 

 
MOTION: Joanne Roe/Donna Goetzinger that nominations cease and the names as presented be 
proclaimed acclimated. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chester Goetzinger/Leslie Williams that the meeting be adjourned at 12:07 pm 
 
 



ASHA OF ALBERTA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2013 

 

Thank you all for a!ending our 2013 AGM. ASHA of Alberta is a comprised of a dedicated 

membership and together we have had another successful year. The Board supported and 

worked on a variety of ini+a+ves over the year, which will be outlined in the following re-

ports.  

The 2013 ASHA of Alberta Board of Directors was both mo+vated and commi!ed to opera+ng 

effec+vely on behalf of our membership. The Board has made a con+nued effort to operate in 

a fiscally responsible manner and we have a!empted to run all events in a highly cost effec-

+ve manner. Our Board of Directors had excellent and efficient mee+ngs every month, with 

very consistent a!endance. I would like to thank the 2013 Board of Directors for their dedica-

+on. Your energy and support is greatly appreciated 

We produced a promo+onal ASHA of Alberta video that will be debuted at the banquet to-

night. It highlights some of the great things happening in our Associa+on.  

We welcome your involvement in any of the ini+a+ves. Historically, we have had wonderful 

support from our membership and we are hopeful that we can con+nue to count on your 

support and enthusiasm. 

 

I am looking forward to another successful year where we can have fun and con+nue to pro-

mote this wonderful breed! 

 

Thank you again to all our volunteers and supporters; your efforts are greatly appreciated! 

Respec9ully submi!ed, 

Suzanne Keglowitsch 



SPONSORSHIP 2013 

For the year 2013, ASHA of Alberta received a total of $9195.00 in sponsorships. This to-

tal is inclusive of individual and corporate contributions. 

I would like to thank all of our sponsors for their contributions. This support is very much 

appreciated and allows ASHA of Alberta to promote the American Saddlebred in a num-

ber of disciplines and events. In part, these have included Mane Event, Spruce Meadows, 

Team Saddlebred in Battle of the Breeds and three horse shows. 

I would also like to thank Lynne Dorcas who generously assisted me by contacting a 

number of people and businesses that she had received sponsorships from when she 

held the position of Sponsorship Chairperson. 

Personal thank you notes have been sent out to all individual and corporate sponsors in 

October. 

Christine Winter 

Sponsorship Chairperson 

RIBBONS 

New to the job of ribbon coordinator, I was fortunate to be given such detailed instruc-

tion on what this job entailed. I am thankful to Michelle Hetu, Raylene McWade and 

Wanda Konski for answering my many questions regarding classes, ribbon types and 

just going through class lists. 

 

The organizing, sorting and categorizing, not to mention the double checking and re-

placement of center streamers to a generic ribbon gave me such an appreciation for 

all the work that has been done in the past that I just took for granted. A ribbon will 

never be “just be a ribbon” to me. 

 

I honestly did not keep track of the time highlighting class lists, reviewing order forms, 

recounting, or steaming and boxing leftover ribbons after each show. 

I do feel ribbons are important to each show and with the generic ASHA ribbon, the 

time spent assessing and sorting for each year and the space required for storage 

should be minimized. 

Maxine MacKay 



2013 HORSE SHOW REPORT 

Your ASHA of AB again successfully hosted 3 of seven locally available horse shows.  The Cal 

Nash Complex in Ponoka has proven to be an excellent facility to use.  The staff on the 

ground there are helpful and easy to work with.  We experienced some difficul+es with the 

sound system and wireless internet at the WCC and Futurity show following a lightning 

strike prior to that event.  The insulated and heated barns are the only way we are able to 

host the Spring Fling so early in the year. 

Financially, the Spring Fling with 88 horses lost money due in part to a late Spring and addi-

+onal financial demands from the judge.  The always strong Alberta Classic in June made a 

profit of close to $2000.00 with 130 horses entered.    Our Western Canadian Championship 

and Futurity show mid August, oBen suffers financially because of the conflic+ng Arabian 

Na+onals that deter any Arabs from showing.  This year the WCC squeaked in a profit of 

$236 with the invita+on of the Welsh ponies to bolster a!endance to 101 horses.  Although 

the Welsh hauled in for the day and didn’t rent stalls, their entries prevented the show from 

losing money.  The overall response from the Welsh club about the show was favourable alt-

hough they commented on the cost of our show vs the shows they usually a!end.  Incorpo-

ra+ng the Welsh ponies into our WCC show was a posi+ve change that will hopefully con+n-

ue.  A new expense to the shows this year is the rental of a storage locker to contain all the 

items used to put on the show.  ABer no response from the membership for solu+ons to this 

situa+on, the Board decided that they would maintain the rental of the locker through to 

next year’s show season.  This has prevented Board members from having to store bulky 

items in their own homes and the loss of items that go astray in the moving and storage be-

tween various loca+ons.  The locker is located just across the hwy from the Cal Nash com-

plex and so it allows for easy transporta+on of the items to set up for the shows. Overall the 

shows lost a total of just over $3000, not including any sponsorship.  With horse show spon-

sorships of $3595 we just finished in the black.  This fine line reinforces the need for con+n-

ued strong a!endance and entries, as well as sponsorship dollars.   

The success of our shows (from an enjoyment and subsequent financial perspec+ve) hinges 

largely on the extras that we provide.  This includes music, morning coffee in the barns, a 

nicely decorated arena, saddle toonies for the Juniors, a quality photographer and enjoyable 

socials.  There are so many people who volunteered and donated their +me and money, 

that as an associa+on we should be extremely proud and apprecia+ve. A big thank you to 

Kingsway Instruments (Al and Anita Brown) for puJng on the BBQ at the Alberta Classic.  

Thanks to Sue and Roger Keglowitsch for securing the BBQ to grill the burgers on and always 



generously dona+ng food, drink and decora+ons for socials like the Western night at the 

WCC.  Thank you to Raylene McWade for dona+ng $500 of saddle toonie prizes on top of 

doing all that shopping. The Board decided to limit the silent auc+on (to try to prevent do-

nor burnout) to just the Alberta Classic where generous dona+ons were received by Jack-

son and James, Maxine MacKay, Adrian and Suzie Neufeld, Alexa Hansen, Camelot Eques-

trian, the Van Rooyen family, Unique Country Furniture and Michelle Hetu.  Thank you to 

these folks and the ones who successfully bid on the items.   There were many individuals 

who donated countless hours to the shows.  First to thank would be Maxine MacKay and 

Geo Johnston who looked aBer coun+ng, altering, ordering and organizing the ribbons at 

all the shows.  This is a huge job that we are thankful you took on.  Thanks go to Donna 

Brown and Wanda Konski for driving to Ponoka early to help set up the arena and giving 

our shows their unique and pleasing appearance.  Thanks to everyone who helped with 

takedown aBer the shows-you were always the last ones to leave.  Thanks to Lynne Dorcas 

for filling the volunteer list for the shows. Thank you to members who took on the micro-

phone in the hitching ring to keep the show running smoothly at the show – Allan Brinker, 

Leslie Williams, Chris+ne Winter, Samantha McWade, Roger Keglowitsch.  The dona+on of 

+me of all the folks who oBen did a double shiB at the gate or handing out ribbons is inval-

uable and without them the show could not run.  Although too many to men+on you have 

our deepest apprecia+on for stepping up to help.  Also worthy of our sincere apprecia+on 

is Rob McWade, who took +me off work and stepped up to be our farrier when no one 

else could be found.  Rob is so pleasant that I’m sure the horses are laughing when he’s 

nailing their shoes.  Thank you Rob.    Thanks to all the trainers and exhibitors who a!end-

ed and helped create the fun.  

Items that need to be addressed are a mee+ng of all stakeholders to rework the class lists 

aiming to accommodate proper +ming for the exhibitors, to build excitement in our even-

ing lineup that encourages spectators, and try to pare down the number of one horse clas-

ses.  This is an a!empt to prevent last minute changes to the schedule and build a show 

that’s exci+ng to watch.  The other area of concern is the number of shows available to a 

limited and perhaps even dwindling number of exhibitors.   There will be increasing chal-

lenges to keep our shows profitable.  

In closing I would like to thank Diana Goldie for stepping forward to manage the Spring 

Fling.  She did a fine job of a big task.  I’d also like to thank the Board for their support.   

We all did a great job this year! 

Respec9ully submi!ed, 

Michelle Hetu       



Por!olio overview – PROMOTIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

By Laura Mills 

 

Hello ASHA of AB Members, 

For the last two years I have had the opportunity to sit on the ASHA of AB Board of Directors 

as the Promo+ons/Communica+ons director. 

During this +me I have had the chance to make new friends, appreciate the Saddlebred breed 

on a whole other level, and work with a wonderful group of volunteers. 

My key responsibili+es over the past 2 years included preparing print ads when needed, send-

ing out e-blasts to members, aler+ng radio sta+ons and print mediums of Horse Shows, as-

sis+ng with filling horse show volunteer schedules (2012), providing other breed associa+ons 

with informa+on and prize lists etc to our shows, and filling in various shiBs at horse shows, 

when/where required. 

In March 2013, I was presented with a career opportunity that I could not turn down. That be-

ing said, I underes+mated the +me commitment it would become – taking me away from 

home for days at a +me and require long hours. This unfortunately leB me li!le +me for my 

own horse, who I had hoped to show in 2013, and did not allow me to be as ac+ve with the 

ASHA of AB as I would liked to have been. 

Being a member of the board has lead me to have an apprecia+on of the countless hours of 

volunteer input required for our club to plan, prepare, and host horse shows, to carefully 

making decisions regarding bylaws and regula+ons that affect all members.  

Although I have chosen not to let my name stand for re-elec+on to the Board due to lack of 

+me, I fully intend to support our horse shows by volunteering at the shows themselves, 

where I always have – I figure if I am at the show I can certainly put myself to use! 

Thank you. 

Laura Mills 





Newsle)er report for 2013 

December 2013 edi-on: 

Income (ads):  $175.00 

Expenses Prin+ng: $46.20 

Expenses Postage: $17.61 

Net Profit:   $111.19 

Spring 2013 edi-on: 

Income (ads):  $50.00 

Expenses Prin+ng: $17.22 

Expenses Postage: $14.18 

Net Profit:   $18.60 

Summer 2013 edi-on: 

Income (ads):  $35.00 

Expenses Prin+ng: $12.82 

Expenses Postage: $9.14 

Net Profit:   $3.04 

Fall 2013: 

Income (ads):  $175.00 

Expenses Prin+ng: $15.53 

Expenses Postage: $9.15 

Net Profit:   $150.32 

OVERALL: 

Expenses:  $141.85 

Income:  $435.00 

NET PROFIT:  $293.15 

NOTES: 

Extra edi+ons of December 2012 were printed for distribu+on at various stables, tack stores and equine events through the holiday 

season.  Also, the summer and fall 2013 edi+ons were mailed together as the summer edi+on was small (to save on postage).  All 

versions of the newsle!er have been made available promptly on the website. 

Respec9ully submi!ed, 

Barbara Brinker 



The American   Saddlebred Horse Associa�on of Alberta Futurity 

Year-End  Report 2013 

Transfer of funds from Alberta Treasury Branch Edmonton to ATB Red Deer 

~Due to ATB Red Deer taking nearly 3 months to get me the cheques, there was no charge. 

~ATB Red Deer is still not sending me statements as agreed. To be dealt with, again 

~I will be moving $4000 into a GIC or Term Deposit to gain interest 

 

Committee formed consisting of Verna McWade, Shirley Mace, & Chester Goetzinger, with Raylene McWade 

in a sounding-board position and ASHA of A liaison. Big thanks to all of you! 

 

The committee decided that since ASHA did not want to do a Silent Auction at the WCC show, we would do 

that as a fund-raiser Verna made it her mandate to get donations. Many thanks to all the donors and 

bidders! People were able to pick up some great items at the price they wanted to pay!  And thanks to Lin-

da Ward for running the auction at the show. It was an unqualified success! 

 

Due to the funds raised at the Auction, we were able to increase payouts and add incentives. 

~Reimbursed foal through 2-year-old classes for the stall fees 

~Made the minimum payout available to each class $400. (3-year-old remained at $500) 

~We can advertise bigger payouts for next year, hopefully encouraging more to nominate 

 

We  had a Futurity Graduate this year. Since this happens very rarely, we decided to present an embroidered 

cooler to Derby’s Supreme Easter Lilly, owned, trained, and shown by Marcie Webb. 

We are indebted to Jack and Verna McWade for sponsoring the cooler. 

 

Weather, fire, and other unforeseen circumstances resulted in only 4 horses being shown this year.  However, 

each one was a deserving winner! (See pictures in the Saddlebred News!) 

~Foal and Grand Champion: Hideaway’s Supreme Red Thunder, Marcie Webb 

~Yearling and Reserve Champion: Pyrotechnic, Goetzinger Family 

~3-year-old under saddle: 1)Ubetcha, Leanne Cameron; 2)Derby’s Supreme Easter Lilly, M.  Webb 

 

Still to do:  

~Decide about how to do carry forwards of added money or not to do that at all 

~ Decide how much money to use to increase the guaranteed payouts 

~Repeat the success of the WCC Silent Auction 

~ Perhaps add another pig toss 

I have thoroughly enjoyed being involved with Futurity again! With the committee I have in place, I hope you will 

be happy to have us continue with the Futurity portfolio. 

Respectfully submitted: Donna Goetzinger 

 

 



American Saddlebred Horse Associa�on of Alberta Futurity 

Financial Statement 

October 1, 2012-September 30, 2013 

Income: 

     Nomina+ons........$  685 

     Sponsorships.......     525 

     Silent Auc+on.....   1560..................................................................................$ 2770.00 

Expense: 

     Payouts...............$ 1355.00 

     Prizes...................     302.15 

     Ribbons................       58.25 

     Other....................    189.00............................................................................... 1904.41  

      (Stallion Reimbursement $75, Stall refunds $110, Deposit book $4) 

Bank Reconcilia-on: Balance Forward:   $ 3422.90 

                                                Cheque # 20           - 16.80 

                                      Deposited in ATB       $ 3406.10........................................$ 3406.10 

                                       Plus Income....................................................................+ 2770.00 

                                       Minus Expense.................................................................-  1904.41 

                                       Equals Bank Balance........................................................$ 4271.69    

Signed:_______________________________ Audited_______________________________ 

               Donna Goetzinger, Registrar                                                              Raylene McWade, ASHA of A Treasurer 

 

Carry Forward Funds: (included above) Nomina+ons prepaid: 1 x 3 year old, 3 yearlings   $170 

                                                   Sponsorships not used: 2-Yr-Old in Hand, 2-Yr-Old in Harness  $150 

                                                   Prizes on hand: 1 glass weanling keeper trophy, 1 po!ery tray 

 

                                         



MANE EVENT REPORT 

The Mane Event was another successful year. We had wonderful volunteers, a beau+ful booth 

and beau+ful horses. 

Thursday evening, Shirely Mace, my helpers and I set up the booth and se!led in the horses. 

The picture of the booth is how we leB it Thursday evening. I did develop another picture and 

framed it to make the picture arrangement more a!rac+ve. There was a digital photo frame 

running on the table with the TV. The standing photo frame on the corner of the booth was a 

real crowd stopper. Many people stopped to look at those pictures as they went by. The 

greenery and lights were also an a!rac+ve touch.  

Saturday was our busiest day and the booth was buzzing with visitors. Mostly Saddlebred peo-

ple or friends we knew but either way it looked busy. We made a few new contacts and re-

ceived an invite to the Peace Country Pet and Equine Expo October 12 and 13, 2013 to put on 

demonstra+ons.  

The demonstra+ons went well.  We had three horses presen+ng, Marcie Webb with her stal-

lion and my daughter Jessica and I presented two of my horses. I s+ll need to come up with a 

be!er way to present us off that looks organized.  It was hard to follow us because we were 

doing our own thing in different parts of the arena. I am going to work on a pa!ern type idea 

to unify us more for the next +me.  There is a lady that helps the Canadian breed with their 

demonstra+ons and I am going to pursue her for ideas to present us. We used the big ball 

again and that is always a hit. Titus loves the ball so he entertained the crowd. We got 15 

minutes on Friday evening, 7 minutes Saturday morning, 3 minutes Saturday aBernoon and a 

“fast” 15 minutes on Sunday. It was shortened considerably because the schedule was run-

ning behind.  

 

Marcie and I decided that for next year we would look at the slate of clinics and enter some of 

those as well. We would get a ton of exposure through those. Demonstra+ons don’t always 

get peoples full a!en+on because they are coming and going for the next clinic, but people sit 

and watch the clinics intently for over an hour. 

I appreciate any input and sugges+ons from ASHA of Alberta members to make this promo-

+onal event be!er. 

Respec9ully Submi!ed, 

Melodie Schwieger 



SPRUCE MEADOWS BATTLE OF THE BREEDS REPORT 

The compe++on has come and gone for another year. Our team captain and ambassador for 

the breed has also re+red. We began the compe++on with our compe++on team mee+ng 

with the Ba!le of the Breeds organizers at Spruce Meadows on the Wednesday evening. Two 

new teams were invited this year. Team Fresian and Team Gypsy Vanier, for a total of 12 

teams (Arabian, Appaloosa, Canadian, Paint, Quarter Horse, Connemara, Shetland, Pinto, 

Morgan).  

It is always a ques+on to where the mee+ng will be held, because there are various press and 

business mee+ngs being held during the tournament. We were lucky enough to be the first to 

use the Canada House; a newly built pavilion for sponsors and spectators. It was a luxurious 

and beau+ful venue. During this mee+ng we were given a review of the compe++on rules, 

code of conduct while at Spruce Meadows and a +me to ask ques+ons pertaining to the 

events. Also, a presenta+on was made to Adrian Neufeld for his acts of service over the past 

30 years at Spruce Meadows, beginning with his involvement with Breeds for the World and 

leading up to present day Ba!le of the Breeds. He was presented a Spruce Meadows coat. 

There was barely a dry eye in the house.  

Thursday morning began with sunshine. It was a beau+ful day for compe++on. Melodie 

Schwieger with Midnight Derby Supreme rode the riding pa!ern first. Then Marcie Webb and 

Tecnicolor followed with the driving pa!ern. Both team members completed respectably with 

a 6
th

 place ribbon. The aBernoon followed with Jeopardy jumping. Adrian Neufeld rode first 

with Valenfire’s A!rac+ve Image.  Adrian made a wrong turn during the round going off 

course. This resulted in elimina+on and no score.  Marcie and Tecnicolor rode a clean round 

over their chosen fences but they were not in the running for a ribbon, placing 9th. 

Friday was a be!er day with precision driving. Marcie and Tecnicolor completed a good 

course and Adrian followed with Valenfire’s A!rac+ve Image. They finished 3
rd

 overall. The 

aBernoon event was Barrel racing. Lindsay McDermid rode Valenfire’s A!rac+ve Image and 

Adrian Neufeld rode M.A First Diamond. Fire wasn’t his usually fiery self with a slower +me 

than usual but Abby ran well. This gave them a respectable 5
th

 place finish. The rain soon 

came that evening and that was the end of our good weather. 

Saturday morning began with pouring rain. The horses and riders did their best in the wet 

soggy condi+ons. Adrian rode first in the Jeopardy trail compe++on with MA First Diamond. 

His ride was good enough to score 450 points to sit them in the middle of the pack. Lindsay 

then rode Valenfire’s A!rac+ve Image. Fire is usually rock solid, Mr. Dependable trail horse, 

but the rain must have put the fire out in him because Lindsay couldn’t make him go faster 



MEMBERSHIP 

 

Memberships went very smoothly this year.  I was able to get the banking information from Ray-
lene to deposit membership cheques without having to wait to send it to the treasurer.  Still a bit 
of an issue of not being able to read member's handwriting, but not that big of a deal. Had some 
members asking if we could accept credit cards, so maybe something in the future that we can 
look into doing.  

  

This year we had 23 family memberships, 39 senior, 4 juniors and 1 associate.  A lot of the juniors 
seem to be in the family memberships that were purchased. This totals us at 66 memberships pur-
chased with 1 lifetime membership being issued at the last convention to Raylene and Rob 
McWade that gives us 67 this year. That is down from last year we had 71. All together that is 97 
members with 17 lifetime members, so 114 total. So a pretty good year! Thank you. 

 

Submitted by Jessica Pelissero 

than a slow jog over the soggy course. It was disappoin+ng, but the fact was Fire didn’t like 

his condi+ons and there was nothing Lindsay could do about it. They placed 8
th
. 

Overall our team finished 9
th
.  

What does the future hold for us? A ques+on I have asked for us to discuss and make a deci-

sion on at the AGM is: Is team Saddlebred going to open up our field of eligible par+cipants 

to part bred horses and their owners? Spruce Meadows allows part bred horses on the teams 

as long as they are registered.  

Marcie Webb and Melodie Schwieger intend to con+nue on the team. They are looking for 

other Saddlebred owners willing to come along with them to build a new team for the com-

ing years. It takes dedica+on to train for the chosen events, since the compe++on is geJng 

tougher and tougher. We need to be training with experienced horse people who know how 

to turn a barrel, effec+vely jump a jump course; master trail obstacles drive a course. This not 

only gives us a compe++ve edge, but gives credibility to our breed when people choose a 

horse for their chosen discipline.  Ideally we would like to see a dozen people willing to start 

training immediately and once spring arrives have team prac+ces.  

Marcie and I are willing to hold prac+ce days at various loca+ons to familiarize and learn what 

a team horse would be expected to do. There may be people interested who live farther away 

geographically. I wondered if u+lizing YouTube and uploading videos to see where people are 

at with their horses might be a realis+c op+on.  

We look forward to the future of promo+ng and enjoying our breed through Spruce Mead-

ows Ba!le of the Breeds. 

Respec9ully Submi!ed,    Melodie Schwieger 





 

 

 
Frequently asked ques+ons: 

Q: Can I come to prac+ces on any horse?   A: You are welcome to come and prac+ce on any horse, however only registered (part or purebreds) 

Saddlebreds are eligible for the team.  Once you discover the fun of Ba!le you might decide to buy or lease a Saddlebred for the future! 

Q: What is the cost?  A: There is typically no cost to come and prac+ce. 

Q: When and where are prac+ces held?  A: Prac+ces are typically held at the facili+es of team members or Saddlebred stables in central Alberta.  

Dates and loca+ons are set to accommodate as many people as possible. 

 Q: How much of a +me commitment is involved if I’m on the team? A: Team members are expected to train 4-8 hours a week on their own or 

with their coach as well as a!end qualifying shows, events or prac+ces. 

Please contact 

Marcie Webb Drayton Valley, Alberta (780)339-2563 

Melodie Schwieger Rimbey, Alberta (403)843-0076 

 

Hello fellow Saddlebred owners and enthusiasts! We’d like to encourage each one of you to think about par+cipa+ng in the Ba!le of 

the Breeds.  This is for everyone!  Each year ASHA of Alberta sends a team of up to 4 registered Saddlebred horses to represent our 

breed in the TELUS Ba!le of the Breeds at the Spruce Meadows Masters in September (Part-bred registered horses are also eligible).  

Compulsory Skills (a pa!ern for one ridden and one driven horse) 

Precision Driving 

Jumping 

Barrels 

Trail 

Each team must have 2 horse/rider combina+ons compete in each event.  Even if your horse is currently not ready we’d encourage you 

to come and find out what this is all about.  If 2014 isn’t your year, look forward to the following years.  We will be holding many infor-

ma+on and prac+ce events in central Alberta, but would also welcome video submissions from other parts of Canada or the US.  Please 

contact us if you’d like more informa+on or think you could find the +me to help out in any way.  

Ways to get involved:  

 Come and prac+ce the events with us 

Try out with a horse for one or several of the events 

Help a friend or rela+ve by leasing them a suitable horse to try out with 

Offer your facility to hold prac+ces or try-outs in 

Help coach the team or individual members of the team or future members 

Come and help groom at Spruce Meadows 

Come be our cheering sec+on at Spruce Meadows 

Be a sponsor 

Sponsor or help build obstacles for prac+ces 

Provide a side-by-side ATV for team use at Spruce Meadows 



Bucket List 

By Melodie Schwieger 

Earlier this spring I was talking to a friend. She was telling me about going riding at Ya Ha Tinda and how she 

went swimming in the lake with her horse. She told me how amazing the experience was and that I needed 

to try it too. That story began my dream, to experience swimming with my horse. 

We were looking at a busy summer and only had a window of four days to take the horses to the mountains 

for trail riding. We met up with some friends out at the Ya Ha Tinda, south west of Sundre, Alberta. It is one 

of our favorite places to go. We have taken the leisurely ride to Eagle Lake several +mes. This +me was to be 

different from the rest. It was a beau+ful, warm July day. The kids had brought their swim clothes, some of 

the dads brought their fishing gear and the moms packed the food for a lake side picnic. We +ed up the 

horses, found a place to eat our lunches on the lake bank and watched the other people who were there.  

There was a group of people who had got to the lake before us and one of the guys was trying to get their 

horses to swim. The horse was not convinced it was a good idea. The horse took a step or two into the deep 

water to swim and then would quickly abort. I asked my friend who had swam with his horses several +mes 

what he thought the problem was. He said the guy riding was staying too far up on the horse’s neck, pushing 

the horse down. That did not make the horse feel safe swimming. It would be similar to swimming in a pool 

and someone comes and grabs you by the shoulders, pushing you down. Lesson learned. We watched for a 

while more and a buddy of the man came out with his horse for moral support. This horse would swim but 

the other horse wasn’t going to go out. The guys didn’t make an issue with the horse and exited the lake.  

It was now or never. I didn’t come all this way to back out now. I put my shorts on and my tank top, but I 

forgot to bring extra footwear.  All I had was my cowboy boots and didn’t feel safe enough to go barefoot. 

Not really a fashion statement (and I would be riding back with soggy footwear), but at least my toes would 

be intact if my mare decided that swimming was not in her best interest and leaving me on the bank was. I 

stripped my mare of her saddle, put her bridle back on and climbed on bareback. We rode away from the 

group of horses to the steep bank down to the water’s edge. Regal my mare already was ques+oning why 

we were leaving the comfort of her “herd”, and why was I wan+ng her to go into this body of water. These 

were just +ny ques+ons she was subtly asking me as I asked her to trust me to go on this adventure.  

Before I con+nue with the story I should tell you about my partner. Conestoga’s Regal Princess is a 12 year 

old Saddlebred mare I got from my parents. Since she came to live with us as a five year old she has only 

been green broke. If you put all the hours together it would probably total two months of training. We took 

her on trail rides in years past and finally gave up. She was never a treat to ride. A herd bound, dominate, 

opinionated mare. She would jig, dance, and fling her head in the air. I never felt unsafe on her; the experi-

ence was never relaxing and enjoyable though. I put her out to pasture, raised a foal and then this past year 

decided she be!er pull her weight around the place. We came to an understanding and began developing a 

partnership. She learned she could trust me as her leader and I learned she demanded a level of respect. 

Ride her more with my body than my hands and do not unjustly discipline her. This mare is amazing because 

once this partnership is reached; all you have to do is think what you want and she is doing it. This was the 

first +me taking her back to the mountains in four years.  



So here we are on our adventure. We entered the water and began walking around. She was ques+oning 

me, “Why are we out here? I have never been in water like this before.” We had crossed a few small, shal-

low rivers before but nothing like this. I kept asking her to try one more step out, then I would take her 

back out to a place she was more comfortable. It is a training method I learned called approach and retreat. 

Approach the scary thing just to the point where you feel it is just about too much for the horse and then 

you take them away. Regal was so trus+ng and willing, she started swimming. I gave her head to turn her-

self around go back to shore. The next +me we went out, I asked for a full on swim. I remembered to hang 

onto her mane and let myself be pushed back from her to allow her full freedom to use her body to swim. 

The feeling I got when her feet leB solid ground, and we were truly swimming was exhilara+ng. The cool 

water enveloping my warm body was shocking then pleasantly invigora+ng. There was so much power 

coming from beneath me. I could feel the thrust of each leg as it pushed. I hung onto her mane and let her 

carry me through the water. She snorted with every stride. All I could see was her neck and her head s+ck-

ing out of the water. When she got her feet back under her I pulled myself back onto her back and turned 

her around to go again. I couldn’t stop smiling. I was so proud of my li!le mare. She trusted me to take her 

on this adventure and to experience something so amazing. We went back several more +mes, going far-

ther each +me. I knew she was having as much fun as I was when she started taking me out to swim. Her 

ears were forward, determina+on in her eye and a feeling of confidence radia+ng from her muscles. The 

effort of swimming for horses is physically demanding and she s+ll had to carry me back to our camp so we 

exited the lake and went back up to the staging area. I dismounted, put her halter back on and leB her 

loose to eat some grass to say, “Thank You!” I had not yet had my fill of swimming so I took my husband’s 

appaloosa in next. He was not as eager and convinced that my adventure was as fun for him as it was me, 

but he was a good sport. I was learning where the good spots were in the lake to go out. By this +me I was 

gaining some interest from the kids who came with us and so I went and got Regal, asking her to indulge 

me for a short +me once again. This +me I was going to share it with someone else. I got a young girl on the 

back with me and we doubled out into the lake. We didn’t know what to do once Regal started swimming 

because we knew we couldn’t weigh her down. The girl ended up going for a swim behind us. So my plan 

changed. I got her on Regal and I lead them in. Once Regal was swimming I would just hang onto her mane 

and swim beside her. It was a special moment to share that experience with someone else and share my 

horse with her.  

I am grateful for the rela+onship I have built with this horse and the memories I made with her that day. I 

am glad I didn’t give up on her, but persisted to understand her. She gave me a giB that day. She will always 

be the first horse I went swimming with. 

But the story doesn’t end there.  I got another opportunity this fall to go out with my photographer friend 

who had been doing photo shoots at a private loca+on on Gull Lake. What could be more beau+ful than to 

capture a horse moment at sunset in the water? This +me I got to take Copper, my main man out. I was 

sharing this evening with my daughter who shares my horse with me. She rode down to the lake and I met 

her there. Then it was my turn to take Copper in the water first. He like Regal had never done more than a 

river crossing. Copper charged in like an old pro. He doesn’t typically show the high stepping Saddlebred 

ac+on but his inner Saddlebred came out in him that night. His knees and hocks were snapping so high you 



could see his knees coming out of the water! He had suspension! Gull Lake is not as deep as Eagle Lake so 

you have to go out at least 200 feet from shore to begin swimming. There is a lot of water that is just deep 

enough to barely touch. Copper has way more power than my mare so I had to hang on to his mane +ght in 

order to stay on. My legs clung +ghtly to his sides but my shoes kept trying to fall off with the thrust of the 

water passing over them. The seJng sun was cas+ng warm rays on my body.  A slight +ngle arose on my skin 

from the warm, yet crisp hint of fall breeze. The feeling of warmth from my horse’s body on my legs was a 

connec+on to each other.  All these sensa+ons sent a feeling of peace and contentment deep inside me. I 

was doing something that many only dream of experiencing. Could it get any be!er? It did. I gave up my 

horse and the experience I was having, to allow my daughter to experience it for herself. It brought me great 

joy to watch Copper and Jessica out in the water. Too see the look on her face as Copper propelled the two 

of them through the water was so special. I am grateful to live in a country where I can afford to own such 

wonderful horses. The freedom to experience amazing opportuni+es like this, and good friends, with a talent 

to capture the moment in a form I can cherish for years to come.  

Bucket list: Swimming with my horse  

This one is complete. What is next? 

 







COMBINED DRIVING – THREE TIMES THE DRIVING-THREE TIMES THE FUN 

     Hello Saddlebred enthusiasts and owners.  Saddlebreds were bred to be excellent driving horses with their teachable aJtude, 

ground-covering stride and flashy movement.  So why not take advantage of all this talent and try Combined Driving.   

     In August of 2013 I entered my stallion Technicolor at the Eagle Ridge Combined Driving compe++on and we became Training 

Level Reserve Champions; even though it was only our second +me compe+ng in this sport.  We had many compliments about 

Tecky. He is a well mannered stallion with a big ground covering trot. It was a wonderful way to showcase and adver+se not only 

my stallion but the breed in general. 

     So what is Combined Driving?  Combined driving is much like 3 day even+ng, but with a driving horse rather than a riding horse.  

You compete in 3 different events (some+mes on three consecu+ve days).      

The first phase is a dressage test. It is performed in a 40 by 80 or 40 by 100 metre arena with le!er markers, where transi+ons in 

speed and gait are to take place. Dressage movements may include circles, figures of eight, and crossing the diagonal and all paces 

– walk, working trot, collected trot, extended trot, canter, a halt, and a rein back. There are different levels of test complexi+es. At 

the lower levels you can have someone read the pa!ern to you if you don’t feel you can memorize it.  A judge gives you a score 

which will be one part of your overall placing.  I did not fully understand the scoring process at my first show last year. I had felt 

that we had driven a respectable test. When I had gone to the score board to see how I did, I expressed my disappointment to my 

friend that I had the second lowest score. A lady next to me began to laugh. Speaking in a lovely Bri+sh accent she said, “My dear, 

the lowest score is the winning score.  

The second phase is cones.  The obstacle cone driving phase is a test of accuracy, speed and obedience, equivalent to the show 

jumping phase of even+ng. The sets of cones are placed according to the width of your cart and the level you are compe+ng in.  

Your object is to drive between and around the cones without knocking off the balls set on top of the cones.  The faster you get 

through this course the be!er.  Points are lost for knocking down the balls. We sped through the course without any penal+es. 

The third phase is Marathon.  It tests the fitness and stamina of the horses, as well as the driver's knowledge of pace, over a preset 

course for your level. The marathon is the most thrilling phase to watch, and oBen draws the largest crowds. It has obstacles or 

"hazards" throughout the course to test the speed and agility of the horses, and the driving ability of the whip (driver). Obstacles 

may include water, +ght twists through trees or man-made obstacles, steep hills, or fences and pens. Drivers are scored on how 

quickly they can nego+ate the obstacle, and must find the fastest route through each. Penalty points are given if too much +me is 

spent in an obstacle, or if the team comes in off the op+mum +me for the whole course. You have a set amount of +me to finish 

the course and will incur penal+es for comple+ng it too fast or too slow.  So it’s not an all out race, but about pacing your horse to 

a steady ground covering trot.  AND YES! THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!  One kind co-compe+tor showed us how to load an app on 

my I-phone that can be programmed to tell you during what +me range you should be at kilometer 1, 2, 3 and so on. You are al-

lowed to have a navigator ride with you. Melodie Schwieger was my navigator during the Eagle Ridge compe++on. She kept track 

of our map and prepared me for upcoming hazards and turns as well as how our pace was. Because we are s+ll new to this sport 

there were a few +mes we had to stop and figure out where the gates were that we needed to go through. Tecky was pa+ent while 

we decided the path to take and away we would go again. We were successful in going through all the hazards without penalty and 

finished within our allowed +me. The compe++on was a lot of fun and the people we competed with were so encouraging and 

ready to help us out in any way they could. If you go to this youtube link you can watch us navigate our first hazard in the compe+-

+on: h!ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fT1P7vmx7Q 

 

I would encourage anyone who has a driving horse to come out and try this fun sport. Three +mes the driving means three +mes 

the fun. 

By Marcie Webb 

 





SCOTT STABLES 

Tom and Nancy Scott 

780-953-2955 

nsco!529@gmail.com 



Sponsors who contribute $400 or more will be listed in each edi+on of the Saddlebred News. 


