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Board of Directors for 2015 

 

President:  Dallas Kitchen 

Vice President:         Kelly Nicholson 

Treasurer:  Raylene McWade 

Secretary:  Barbara Brinker 

Promo�ons:   Melodie Schweiger 

Sponsorship:  Derek Goetzinger 

Sponsorship:  JoAnn Roe 

Show Chair :  Diana Goldie 

Ribbons:   Corri MacRae 

At Large:   Maxine MacKay 

 
Portfolios 2015 

 

Futurity:    Donna Goetzinger 
Awards :  Leslie Williams 
Membership:   Jessica Pelissero 
Mane Event:   Melodie Schwieger 



Sponsorship 2014 

 

 

For the year 2014, ASHA of Alberta received a total of $8605.00 in sponsorships. This total is inclusive of individual 
and corporate contributions. 

 

I would like to thank all of our sponsors for their contributions. This support is very much appreciated and allows 
ASHA of Alberta to promote the American Saddlebred in a number of disciplines and events. 

 

Personal thank you notes are being sent out to all individual and corporate sponsors. I will advise the new board 
once that has been completed. 

 

Due to timing, I have chosen not to let my name stand for nomination to the board next year, however I have a file 
of sponsorship information and can pass that on to the next Sponsorship Chairperson once that has been decided. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christine Winter 

Sponsorship Chairperson 



Show Chair’s Report 2014 

 

I had the pleasure of running our three shows this year: The Spring Fling, The Alberta Classic, and 
The Western Canadian Championship. 

Based on comments I and members of the Board received from various ASHA members, as well as 
Arab and Welsh competitors, all three were generally successful. People were pleased with the 
Ponoka facility and enjoyed the various improvements.  People felt that the shows had a good bal-
ance between competitiveness and fun. The Tapas night at the Spring Fling was very well received, 
and I want to thank everyone for their fantastic food offerings.  I think that social is here to stay!  

Another very positive point is our volunteers: we simply could not produce our shows without 
them!  My very sincere thanks to everyone who helped out, from those who committed to formal 
positions, such as the Hitching Ring, Ribbons, and Gate, to those who helped out on the fly, for ex-
ample those youngsters who ran back and forth from the Hitching Ring to the barn to check wheth-
er or not the barn could hear the announcements.  As well, those fast messengers who run back 
and forth in search of late competitors provide invaluable assistance to the Hitching Ring!  Without 
them things could be chaotic!  

Less visible but totally critical are those people responsible for setting up and taking down centre 
ring, as well as our “wall”, coordinating ancillary activities, such as the silent auction and the socials 
and of course all the Board members. 

I cannot thank all of these people enough - you made my job very pleasant!    

There are, however, matters common to all three shows that I believe could be improved, again 
based on comments from competitors.  While the quality of competition was uniformly high, the 
number of one horse classes definitely stretched things out, and was just not all that much fun for 
spectators or competitors.     

Perhaps a way to generate more enthusiasm is to increase the emphasis on fun while still paying 
attention to those classes needed for points and qualifying. Where we share shows with other 
breeds it might be useful to combine similar classes, thus creating larger classes. 

Another suggestion is that the sessions themselves not be so long.  If we dropped some classes 
that have historically been one horse or even cancelled, this could achieve this goal. 

ASHA needs to grow our shows.  To do this we need to figure out how to make the shows more 
interesting to more people. The introduction of classes at the Spring Fling that were for horses not 
yet completely show ready seems to have been appreciated.   

While we are happy with the general  positive feeling of all three shows, we want to have as many 
suggestions as possible for us to consider for the 2015 season.     

Please take a minute to think about what you can do to help, either by way of suggestions for im-
provements or volunteering.  Jot down what you think or could do below and hand this in to me at 
the end of the meeting!  While I can’t promise all of your suggestions will be implemented, I can 
guarantee that the Board will consider them.  And if you offer to volunteer, you WILL receive a 
phone call, at the very least! 

 

 

Diana C. Goldie 



Promo�on Report: 

 

The promo�ons por*olio began in preparing for the Mane Event Expo in Red Deer, Alberta 

and promo�ng the Spring Fling horse show in Ponoka, Alberta. My team and I ran a booth at 

the Mane Event. The booth was well set up and drew in new people. We had a door prize 

draw each day. The structure had changed this year for the breed demonstra�ons and we de-

cided it was not beneficial to take horses to take part. It was the best way to get exposure 

was to take part in the clinics that were held for various disciplines. We missed the deadlines 

for this, so no horses went. I prepared posters for the Spring Fling Horse show and hung them 

up around Ponoka.  

 

Another change this year was in regards to Spruce Meadows Ba5le of the Breeds. Spruce 

Meadows decided to finish the compe��on on the 25
th

 anniversary, this year and switch di-

rec�ons. They also changed the format of the compe��on from five events over three days, 

to two events on two days. There would be a barrel race and two obstacle trail compe��ons. 

Personal factors determined past members not to take part this year and other factors played 

into the decision not to enter a team this year. There is a new venue looking at the feasibility 

of holding the event. So we will have to see what transpires in the next few months to know 

what the future holds. 

 

Promo�ng the horse shows to get a5endance is a tough job no ma5er what horse discipline 

you are in. So I am asking myself, “How do I best promote our breed?” Personal invite of 

friends and family goes a long way. The power of word of mouth cannot be underes�mated. 

Each one of us has the ability to promote our horses and the cost is small, especially when 

we love our horses so much. It is easy to talk about something we love to do, and people are 

more likely to want to try it or watch you perform because you believe in it. Secondly, ac�ons 

speak louder than words. Ge<ng your horse out in the public eye draws a5en�on and if peo-

ple see something they like, then they will ask. Then you can tell them why you own an 

American Saddlebred. 

 

Melodie 







FUTURITY  WISE 

The American Saddlebred Horse Association of Alberta 

began this Futurity Program in 1969, with the focus on 

breeding exceptional horses to improve conformation 

and disposition for show, pleasure, and future breeding 

stock.  This year marks the 44th Futurity! 

Entrants to the Futurity classes must first be nominated 

by April 1 of the current year, and a nominations fee 

paid.  The owner is then able to show that animal in the 

current year Futurity class at the Western Canadian Clas-

sic Show and Futurity.  Each horse must be nominated 

every year in order to show.  However, the horse does not 

have to show in order to be nominated the following year. When a horse is nominated, 

shown, and judged every year from Foal to 3-Year-Old, that horse is then awarded a 

GRADUATION AWARD. Obviously it takes a very dedicated owner to achieve this 

award.   

The Futurity is administrated by a Registrar and the Futurity Committee.  Primary func-

tions are to keep records of the nominated horses, make sure such horses are regis-

tered in a timely fashion, and raise money to enhance payouts in the Futurity classes.   

Our primary source of income lately has been the Silent Auction, held at the Western 

Canadian Classic Show.  For 2015, we plan to hold the auction during the Summer 

Classic Show. This will enable us to know ahead of time what the payouts will be, 

avoiding the time lapse that occurs when mailing out the winnings after the show.  







AMERICAN SADDLEBRED HORSE ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA FUTURITY REGULATIONS 

THIS FUTURITY is open to all foals eligible for registra�on with the American Saddlebred Horse Associa�on of Canada Registry, Canadian Livestock Records in O5awa, Ontario (if 

the foal resides in Canada) or the American Saddlebred Horse Associa�on in Lexington, KY (if the foal resides in the USA).  The foal must be produce of a stallion and mare nomi-

nated in the Alberta Futurity.  Yearlings, Two-Year-Olds and Three-Year-Olds must have been previously nominated in their respec�ve classes and all requirements of each class 

met.  These classes will be conducted under the rules and regula�ons of Equine Canada (EC). 

THE PURPOSE of this futurity is to encourage breeders and owners to selec�vely breed and produce top quality conforma�on and performance American Saddlebred horses. 

GENERAL RULES:  These rules apply to each division listed below. 

Nomina�ons close April 1
st

 of each year for each division.  A one (1) month grace period is allowed at an increased fee.  Contact registrar for further informa�on. 

Full remi5ance must accompany all forms.  Cheques must be made payable to ASHA of A Futurity. 

The right is reserved to reject any entry and to bar any entry from compe��on for failure to comply with the condi�ons of this futurity.  No refunds will be issued. 

It is the responsibility of the owner of the nominated animal to report the sale of the animal, providing the name and address of the new owner to the current futurity regis-

trar. 

ALL HORSES nominated to this futurity must be registered with the American Saddlebred Horse Associa�on of Canada Registry (if it resides in Canada) or the American Sad-

dlebred Horse Associa�on in Kentucky (if it resides in the USA). 

To be eligible for nomina�on in any year (except weanling) the horse must have been nominated in all previous age divisions of this futurity (regardless of if the horse was 

shown in that division) and all condi�ons and requirements must have been met. 

FEES:  All nomina�ons fees are due on or before April 1
st

 of each year.  Fees are not refundable. 

 Stallion (Sire)  $75.00     Yearling    $35.00 

 Mare (Dam)  $10.00     Two-Year-Old (in-hand)  $35.00 

 Weanling   $35.00    wo-Year-Old (in harness)     $35.00 

 Three-Year-Old (under saddle) $35.00 

NOMINATION OF THE SIRE AND DAM:  The stallion and/or mare nomina�ons fee must be paid on or before April 1
st

 of the year any weanling progeny is nominated. 

WEANLING (FOAL) DIVISION: 

The sire and dam of the weanling must be nominated to the futurity on or before April 1
st

 of the foaling year. 

The nomina�on fee must be paid on or before April 1
st

 of the foaling year. 

The foal must be registered (and a copy of the registra�on papers provided to the registrar) before the foal can be shown. 

If the foal is not shown in its first year, it must be registered before January 1
st

 of the following year to be eligible for nomina�on as a yearling. 

The use of ar�ficial appliances or devices on weanlings (such as but not limited to chains, shackles, rubber bands, blindfolds or blinkers) is prohibited on the show grounds 

before, during and aIer the show. 

Weanlings must be shown un-shod. 

To be shown in-hand in a halter or bridle, two handlers are permi5ed.  Curb bits, cut tails and tail sets are prohibited. 

YEARLING DIVISIION: 

The horses must be registered prior to January 1
st

 of the year following birth. 

To be shown in-hand in a halter or bridle, two handlers are permi5ed.  Curb bits, cut tails and tail sets are prohibited. 

TWO-YEAR-OLD IN-HAND DIVISION: 

The horse may be nominated in either or both of the two-year-old divisions.  A separate fee is required for each division. 

To be shown in-hand in a halter or bridle, two handlers are permi5ed.   

TW0-YEAR-OLD HARNESS DIVISION: 

The horse may be nominated in either or both of the two-year-old divisions.  A separate fee is required for each division. 

To be shown in harness to an appropriate 2 or 4 wheeled vehicle, at a flat or animated walk and trot, not to required to back. 

THREE-YEAR-OLD DIVISION: 

To be shown under English or Western tack, with appointments appropriate to the style or division chosen. 

AWARDS: 

Prizes are made up of nomina�on fees, dona�ons and fund-raising ac�vi�es. 

In each division, the prize fund will be divided as follows: 1
st

 – 50%, 2
nd

 – 25%, 3
rd

 – 15%, 4
th

 – 10%. 

The nominator of the sire of the winning weanling will receive $125.00.  The nominator of the sire of the 2
nd

 place weanling will receive $75.00. 

The nominator of the dam of the winning weanling will receive $75.00.  The nominator of the dam of the 2
nd

 place weanling will receive $50.00. 

A special Gradua�on Award will be presented by the futurity registrar (or by someone designated by the registrar) at the show or annual conven�on of the ASHA of Alberta 

to any horse that has been nominated, shown and judged in all four years of the futurity. 

 

For further informa�on, contact the futurity registrar: Donna Goetzinger  chiefie24@hotmail.com  
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WOULD YOU LIKE FREE STALLS AT THE 

WESTERN CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIP?  

This year we are offering one free stall for every 

$1000 of sponsorship money that you collect! 

More sponsorships will give us the opportunity to offer 

prizes and / or prize money! 

The more we collect, the more we can pay out! 

It is our goal this year to collect a sponsorship for every Saddle-

bred class at the Western Canadian Championship. We can only 

achieve this with the help of all the exhibitors and this could easily 

be done by just finding a sponsor for the classes you show in. A 

list of all the classes and the championship classes is included in 

the sponsorship package. 

All sponsorships must be received by JULY 1ST 2015 in order to 

be credited towards the free stall! 

Be sure to note who has collected the sponsors when you send 

them in! 

Thank you for your support 

ASHA of A Board of Directors 
 

 

SPONSORSHIP  

CHALLENGE 





















Our 2015 Horse Show Dates are as follows: 

Spring Fling — April 24-26 Ponoka, AB 

Alberta Classic — June 12-14 Ponoka, AB 

WCC and Futurity — August 14-16  Ponoka, AB 

 

Watch the website for other show dates offering 

American Saddlebred classes 






